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WORKSHOP  PURPOSE

• Provide an overview of the Folsom Zoning Code 

Update process

• Share your ideas about: 

- new approaches to housing, commercial, and 

mixed-use development

- accessory dwelling units

- historic district architecture

- parking

- signage

• Answer any zoning questions you may have 



WHAT IS A ZONING CODE AND  

WHAT DOES IT DO?
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WHAT IS A ZONING CODE AND WHAT DOES IT DO?

1. Shapes location, function, and 

appearance of all land uses in a community

2. Establishes City expectations for 

development projects

3. Guards against land use conflicts

4. Protects environmental resources

5. Serves to implement the General Plan



WHY IS FOLSOM UPDATING ITS    

ZONING CODE?
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• Policy LU 1.1.1 Zoning Ordinance: 
Ensure that the Folsom Zoning 
Ordinance is consistent with the 
policies and programs of the General 
Plan.

ACHIEVE GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY
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• Contemporary 

development standards

• Design standards for new 

development

• Flexibility to 

accommodate new ideas

CLEARLY DEFINE OBJECTIVES FOR QUALITY 
DEVELOPMENT
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• Contemporary organization

• Use plain English, eliminate “legalese”

• Tables and graphics

• Cross-referencing

• Clear definitions

MAKE THE CODE EASIER TO USE
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CONSISTENT  USE OF TABLES
Clear use regulations
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CONSISTENT USE OF GRAPHICS
Enhancing and visually depicting standards and design
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• Staff “fix-it” list

• Inconsistent terminology and standards

• Design review standards

• Antiquated land uses

FIX THINGS THAT HAVE VEXED STAFF FOR YEARS

• Clarity

• Illustrations and graphics

• Signs
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COMPREHENSIVE REORGANIZATION

1. What can I do in my zone or alternatively, in 

which zone can I operate a proposed use?

2. What are the development standards that 

apply?

3. What permits do I need and how do I get 

them?

Focused on three basic questions



HOW YOU CAN HELP
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• Garage placement

• Mix of housing types

• Taller buildings along street 

frontages

• Transition between uses

HOUSING AND MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT
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• Parking lot location

• Shared parking

• Housing integrated with commercial 

along East Bidwell

• Transition between commercial 

areas and residential 

neighborhoods

SHOPS, OFFICES, AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
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• Accessory dwelling units (ADUs)

• Development styles

• Parking options

• Signage

HISTORIC DISTRICT
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• Where is parking a problem?

• Night-time lighting

• Sign types and design

CITYWIDE CONSIDERATIONS
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ANYTHING ZONING RELATED THAT’S ON 
YOUR MIND

PLANNER



THANKS!
Zoning Workshop
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