February 10, 2020

Folsom City Council
50 Natoma Street
Folsom, CA 95630

Honorable Mayor Aquino and Members of the Folsom City Council,

The Folsom Area Democratic Club is formally asking that you begin the process to change
Folsom City Council elections from at-large to by-district. The more than 80 members of our
club and 350 Folsom residents, who signed the attached petition, support such a change in our

city’s election system.

We believe that Folsom’s use of an at-large election system places a significant electoral
obstacle before minority groups and other “protected classes” of citizens in Folsom. The City of
Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is
Hispanic and 5% is African-American (Census Data July 2016). Unfortunately, the City’s diversity
is not reflected in the current City Council, nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils.
Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local election methods with district-
based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding voting rights for
minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). Over the past two years,
several Northern California cities have transitioned, or are in the process of transitioning, from
at-large to by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA. These cities include Davis,
Lincoln, Citrus Heights, Elk Grove, Roseville, Menlo Park, Santa Rosa, Fremont, Concord,
Brentwood and Antioch.

Additionally, by-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections.
Cities with by-district elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses.
City elections cost roughly S1 per registered voter. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which
equals $40,000 for a citywide election. By contrast, if the 2020 City Council election were by-
district, the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000.
It is also more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Campaigning in only one fifth
of the city would allow more grassroots candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors,
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rather than by having to raise a great deal of money from special interests in order to campaign
using mass media, such as mailers. '

Finally, by-district elections honor the principle of “one person, one vote” by ensuring that
voters have one representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods
that elected him or her. By-district requires candidates to campaign in their local
neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and get to know their issues because that is who will
elect them. Once elected, councilmembers can focus on smaller geographic areas and can
provide better representation to their constituents, which is not possible under the current
system. With any issue it will be much easier to contact one City Councilmember who is directly
accountable to his or her constituents.

We look forward to the City Council beginning deliberations on by-district elections and hope to
see this process completed by May 1, 2020.

Sincerely,

D j@wm@{%ﬂf{cé\

Vijay Bhaskar Jonnalagadda
President, y
Folsom Area Democratic Club

cc:

Indian Association- Sacramento County

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund —Sacramento County
Muslim Community of Folsom

NAACP — Sacramento County
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To Folsom City Councit:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA {Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district {consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.

S

STREET ADDRESS . : L 2
) 379 stena b st nnaranidnn(Eatt - hed

(Lo T N@ \ eV foir E\gncde o). Gk 227 A =
(02 _“FHToENE ANE | g g lafi

1 LY
J_a_b_ug,ﬁ'ﬁﬁem_b e ﬁﬁz%éi&md A
1727 Langhdm way Gnmaselt 03 Yalwo Gm

qas— Scaries S DU Sunandldy dbao o

L3 kIJA\._I ("'Lkl.] "A.;\ n‘f !\l?q\l (\‘}'J‘Q‘P\AII L0A =
2 e, Gre 1490 lep D |Comcry 7
=t RIWms ([ 1Hoalewa Oy CanolF0amz~ s : 2

éq'\v\\'m N\“ Al A\M ¥ Fresw e DY gv W(—/-\“\)

The conlact for this petition is: Folsom Area Democratic Club, Chris Yatooma, cyalcoma@yahoo.com
————n



PETITION et

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district {consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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To Folsom City Council: /2 / %,1%;&4/
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We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the
foliowing three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is sbeciﬁcally accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in) their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and'ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA {Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the
following three reasons:

1. Lless Expeﬁsive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two €ouncil members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the v tery lnd neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in thi fineighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will

3. Increases Diversity L3
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically divers!‘:ofghlv 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic

/ and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the’ s diversity is not reﬂected in the current City Cound]

nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called forﬂ\e replacement of at-large local
election methnds with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for rrilncntv voters protected by the Californla Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election : systems from impairing the abiIIW of minority groups to elect candigactes of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued unde¥ the CVRA {Palmdale, Santa Morﬂca Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process pf t@ns:tlonlng from at-large to
by-dlstrlct voting to avoml running afoul of the' CVRA, including Citrus He:ghhs
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To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the
following three reasons:

1. Lless Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
eled’tlons require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
reglstered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district {consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
gandidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special Interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections fequire candidates to campaign T their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues b#cause they are who wilt elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Counclil,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
efection methods §Nith district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights féir minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights. .
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elecgionsto “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates rimning for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.
2, M e Democratic
Eir-dl'st\_rict!elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
i’eﬁreséhtative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that®lected him/her. By-
‘distrlct elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, taklﬂ their neighbors, and
“get to know their issues bemsnthey are who will elect them.
3. Intreages Diversity
TheCltv of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American, Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council, :
; nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
“election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
‘voting:rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
‘at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district yoting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
distrief” &lections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

3 folle\%tthree reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It Is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-dist['ict elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district {consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the popuiation is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large locat
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA {Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). in 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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To Folsom City Council:

Aecy

PETITION

0
/ Zz)/?

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive

By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election, If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic

By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity

The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
. nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). in 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-

district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive

By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from

special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.
2. More Democratic

By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one

representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her.

By-

district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and

get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.
3. Increases Diversity

The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to

by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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To Folsom City Co

PETITION

uncil:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” eléctions&replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1.

Less Expensive

By-dlstrlct&glgctlons are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections requlre fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
0 districts); the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also

more affordable for candidates running for City Council.

Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more

candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from

~sprecial interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

More Democratic

Byd?’sfgrict elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
distri;’g elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3‘

~Increases Diversity

The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% Is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting réghts for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting.to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1

(N

Unda oldervess
)

Less Expensive

By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district {(consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

More Democratic

By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

Increases Diversity

The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1.

Less Expensive

By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly 51 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

More Democratic

By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

Increases Diversity

The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the dtate’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act {CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Councit elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). in 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CYRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, pétlflon the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-

district” elections repl&;ing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the
following three reasons:

1

Less Expensive

By-district elections are less expe}\swe for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Lities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district {consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates\ﬁ‘nning f_or City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking tE_thelr neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in grder to campaign using mass media like mailers.

More Democratie .

By-district elections Honor the fprinciple of "one persofi, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is Specif cally accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district eléctions requiré candidates to camhamn in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know'théin issues bgcause they are wha Will elect them.

Increases Diversity '

The City of Folsomis tacially and ethinically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% Is African-Anfierican. Unfﬁrtunately, the City's diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,

nor has it been reflected'in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at—!al'gg local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act [CVRA). The CVRA prohi}uts
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect cand@m\es of their choice.

Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monuca,Modesto) In 2018,

several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of tra nmtioning from at-large to

b‘dlstrid voting to aveid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

?
1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district

elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It s also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large tocal
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice:
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). 1n 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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To Folsom City Council: aA_Lﬁ / 0 w

/
We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by- q—,"”‘t%
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the /{W
following three reasons: ’

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racfally and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act {CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA {Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights. h
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PETITION wld

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district

elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district {consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.
2. More Democratic

By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic

and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.

SIGNATURE

STREET ADDRESS
[090 Bred GV ¢labal. ne [y g N———,
/V»“W(”k/ /)’MN%E 100 SILVAE < x?":/ ﬁm ‘5’7&)&(’“ nM?’hq‘M-M

Yo Sore [ (Vo donaci Ba Ak N _
-:Lbdu Seelsa §91 i lcle brand (*, ludu@lawd(@&‘-ﬁ‘n(’r IO 7387 on v VI A

Moerll Asay 250 Flowlyr Drive | slu ltaﬂmr@malﬂbo. (Lo 93
VZppplen L0t | 17a hy Hened CR o
T e Chusen (222 Buwrh fiman Wp, Lo Lowsen @ anl com | R e N

LNONE. %oexm U\ Dulvecton JCecl l\mn YK Sf)&r‘rfj@am&t{e(dﬂlm Kpohr

0€1 Kre o A4 [T g pdrum QT R Mot N J7)
DU 2] Halfere woain [ ptq0e BT,

The corifact for this petfition is: Folsom Area Democr(:l)} Club, Chris Yatooma, cyatooma@yahgo.com U




7/z0/s
PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the
following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who Is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their Issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). in 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the
following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district {consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect twa Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
speclal interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of “one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to.campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because th;.'v are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Aslan, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1

TAG NRGEN DRA

Less Expensive

By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

More Democratic

By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

Increases Diversity

The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION oy 20, ol
To Folsom City Council: Merheet

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons: M : 3( 0 Iﬁ

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district

elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost raughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which eq'uéls $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the ‘ ty $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoads that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district vating to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION W

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council efections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

To Folsom City Council:

following three reasons:

1. Lless Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and: -
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American, Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act {CVRA), The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the
following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It s also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know thelr issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local-
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections tb “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the
following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaignfln thelrflocal neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they aféWiho will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity g 2

The City of Folsom is raclally and elil'!_ leally diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic

and 5% is African-American. Unfortynately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,

nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californiaris have called for the replacement of at-large local

election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding

voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits

at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.

Numerous cities have been successfully $ued under the CVRA {Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,

several Northern California cities have transltigned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to

by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Helghts.
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To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-

district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive

By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from

special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.
2. More Democratic

By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and

get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.
3. Increases Diversity

The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City.Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to

by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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—  PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district

elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the votergand neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the abiljty of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). in 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitlgned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION 0eF 1, 2014

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district

elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly S1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. it is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers. ‘

2. More Democratic
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in fuitherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfuily sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). in 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Councll elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Lless Expeﬁsive
‘ By-distﬁct elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district
elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic
By-cfistﬁcf elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and

get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The Cityrof Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is‘African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protetted by the California Voting Rights Act {CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA {Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.

DDRE

35Cc |

iy §

ch Shelo Shreet b Sa W\ t—\ga«z,(ogftﬁg Ay | Coahan
ce Herrdoc b [l Stoztrazborye Lbal) A/ -
L - ‘aldn  liay ,@w%\ . M/ﬁﬁf%
wyAlex - P |90 dorst | efiyion - TN/
[(&rsen LR olTT (220 [Hsort Lonch - ” i . :

Nez c) NelSoi | £S5 7 IGrair)/ Pix
st @ SOGRaRRYT 27 Sewnder O
Mua  wpsk Y LG Megdse D

Eezéq/xg,i :%o(uﬂ;

1]

DO_/Y\AAW/

' The contact tbr this petition is: Folsom Area Dergocradic Club, Chris Yatooma, cyalooma@yahoo.com




PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district

elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. if the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. it is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.

2. More Democratic ‘
By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their Jocal neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic
and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Righis Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large electic')n systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA (Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to
by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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PETITION

To Folsom City Council:

We, the undersigned residents of Folsom, petition the Council and ask that it change City Council elections to “by-
district” elections replacing the current “at-large” election system. We support by-district elections for the

following three reasons:

1. Less Expensive
By-district elections are less expensive for cities to conduct than at-large elections. Cities with by-district

elections require fewer ballots resulting in lowered electoral expenses. City elections cost roughly $1 per
registered voter plus other fixed costs. Folsom has 40,000 registered voters, which equals $40,000 per
registered voter for an at-large election. If the 2020 City Council election were by-district (consisting of 5
districts), the cost to elect two Council members would drop to $16,000, saving the City $24,000. It is also
more affordable for candidates running for City Council. Running in only 1/5th of the city allows more
candidates to compete by talking to their neighbors, rather than having to raise a great deal of money from
special interests in order to campaign using mass media like mailers.
2. More Democratic

By-district elections honor the principle of "one person, one vote" by ensuring that voters have one
representative who Is specifically accountable to the voters and neighborhoods that elected him/her. By-
district elections require candidates to campaign in their local neighborhoods, talk to their neighbors, and
get to know their issues because they are who will elect them.

3. Increases Diversity
The City of Folsom is racially and ethnically diverse. Roughly 13% of the population is Asian, 11% is Hispanic

and 5% is African-American. Unfortunately, the City’s diversity is not reflected in the current City Council,
nor has it been reflected in prior City Councils. Californians have called for the replacement of at-large local
election methods with district-based elections in furtherance of the State’s commitment to upholding
voting rights for minority voters protected by the California Voting Rights Act (CVRA). The CVRA prohibits
at-large election systems from impairing the ability of minority groups to elect candidates of their choice.
Numerous cities have been successfully sued under the CVRA {Palmdale, Santa Monica, Modesto). In 2018,
several Northern California cities have transitioned or are in the process of transitioning from at-large to

by-district voting to avoid running afoul of the CVRA, including Citrus Heights.
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Greetings,

City of Folsom By-district Election
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Name Location & Date
Folsom Area Democratic Club ~ US 2019-08-08
Vijay Bhaskar Jonnalagadda Folsom, CA 2019-09-03
SHASHI KATIYAR Folsom, US 2019-09-03
Hari Shetty Ontario, US 2019-09-04
David Flory Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
daria stark Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Tressa Cooper Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Karysa Trombley Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Jenifer Jacobs folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Louise Lopez Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Erika Englund Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Marguerite Storbo Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Daniel Castro Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Robyn Peace Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Chris Yatooma Sacramento, CA 2019-09-11
venugopal acharya Folsom, CA 2019-09-12
Phyllis Cauley Folsom, CA 2019-08-13
LYDIA CLARK Folsom, CA 2019-09-14
Kavita Sood Folsom, CA 2019-09-20
sunil chebiyam Folsom, CA 2019-09-23



Name

Logan Powell
Susan Clarke

P visvanathan R s Palani samy
PEGGY BLAIR
Gary Williams
Merle Kentner
robert stottlemire
Joseph Piccoli
Brian Ozdemir
Mark Gullette
Anthony Peguero
Richard Bauer
Taina Duran
Gavincia Wells
Maye Foster
Martha Nash

Lisa Griffith
janice levitt
Earlene Williams
Keith Rowley
Scott Edmonds

CINDY SLAIGHT

Location
Jefferson, GA
Grand Rapids, US
Folsom, CA
Folsom, CA
Valrico, US
Longview, US
elyria, US

us

Manchester, NH
Lima, US

Perth Amboy, US

Winter Garden, FL

Providence, US

St.Thomas, US

Boynton Beach, US

Mabank, US
Dallas, GA
baltimore, US
New Mexico
Lincoln Park, US
Sebastopol, US

LAMAR, US

Date

2019-09-23

2019-09-23

2019-09-24

2019-10-02

2019-10-02

2019-10-02

2019-10-03

2019-10-03

2019-10-03

2019-10-03

2019-10-04

2019-10-04

2019-10-04

2019-10-04

2019-10-04

2019-10-04

2019-10-05

2019-10-05

2019-10-05

2019-10-05

2019-10-05

2019-10-05



Name

Srinivas Voleti

Sanjay Naik

Shivaprasad Maribasavaiah

Sharadh Shetty

Location

Rancho Cordova, CA
Sacramento, CA
Hayward, CA

Bengaluru, India

Date

2019-10-14

2020-01-25

2020-01-25

2020-01-26



Comments

Name

Vijay Bhaskar

Jonnalagadda

Jenifer Jacobs

Marguerite Storbo

Lois Ballard
Kavita Sood

Lisa Griffith
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Location Date
Folsom, CA 2019-09-03
folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Folsom, CA 2019-09-10
Orangevale, CA 2019-09-19
Folsom, CA 2019-09-20
Dallas, GA 2019-10-05

Comment

"By-District model is more democratic and keeps elected council
members more responsible. Also, reduces expenses for both
candidates and the city. All that nastiness and competition during
elections will be cut because you will have to convince only your
district's voters that you are fit for the job."

"T'd like the Folsom City Council to include a more diverse group of
people - those who represent a smaller district in particular.”

"Tlove the idea of election reform! Let's change things up a bit and
maybe get some more/different voices at City Hall."

"Lois Ballard Folsom, CA United States"
"It shows more accountability.."

"I pay plenty for dish this is rediculous we should all the channels we
signed up for come on II"






